
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

KEN UNSWORTH: Maquettes 

and Small Sculptures   

27 July – 3 November  
Mann-Tatlow Gallery  

 

Since 1972 Ken Unsworth AM has been making 

maquettes and small sculpture. Some have been 

realised on a large scale as public art works including 

NIKE in Wollongong 1979.  

 

The works have an element of balance and apparent 

instability that relates to the performances created in the 

1970s. Photographs and video of these early 

performances are included in the exhibition.  

 

From the late 1970s to today Ken Unsworth has made 

many kinetic installations, the first of which was A 

Different Drummer 1976. The animated figures and 

video of the first performance are also on display. 

Curated by Anthony Bond AOM.  

 

*This exhibition worksheet is designed for secondary 

students.   

 

* Please use the pencils and clipboards provided   

Student Name……………………………………… 

GALLERY RULES 

*Do not touch the artworks - they are very fragile.  

*Walk slowly in the gallery space, stay with your group.  

*Please be considerate of others in the gallery. Speak 

quietly.  

*Remember to point with your finger and not with your 

pencil.  

 

PERFORMANCE ART & SUBJECTIVE FRAME  
 
According to the Tate Gallery, performance art is 
when artworks are created through actions performed 
by the artist or other participants, which may be live or 
recorded, spontaneous or scripted.  
 
Early artworks by Ken Unsworth were regarded as 
performance art pieces. This exhibition documents 
some of these performances through photographs.  
 
Unworth’s performances also depict balance and 
instability, like his small sculptures and maquettes do.  
 
Walk around and find a photograph that depicts 
elements of balance and instability. Write down the 
following:  
 
The title of the artwork: _________________________ 

Describe how balance and instability is determined in 
this artwork:  
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
__________________________________________ 
 
Draw a sketch of what you see in this photograph 
below:  
 

 
 
 
 
 

UNSTABLE is when something is not solid and firm 
and therefore not strong, safe, or likely to last.  
 
Walk around this exhibition and find a small 
sculpture or maquette that looks unstable. Write 
down the following:  
 
The title of the artwork: _____________________ 
 
The materials used: _______________________ 
 
Describe how balance is determined in this artwork: 
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_______________________________________ 
 
Draw a sketch of this artwork in the space below: 
 



 
 

 

 

  

 

BALANCE is an even distribution of weight 

enabling someone or something to remain upright 

and steady. 

 

Walk around this exhibition and find a small 

sculpture or maquette that depicts a strong 

element of balance. Write down the following:  

The title of the artwork: _____________________ 

 

The materials used: _______________________ 

 

Describe how balance is determined in this 

artwork: 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

 

Draw a sketch of this artwork in the space below:  

 

 

STRUCTURAL FRAME 

Walk around this exhibition and find the maquette 

for famous Wollongong Public Art Sculpture, Nike.  

This maquette has been built into a major sculpture 

and is on display in Wollongong city. Do you know 

where this is? _____________________________ 

 

Nike was a commissioned artwork to represent the 

connection Wollongong has to the steel industry. 

One of the most exciting aspects of this sculpture 

has been the difficulty and complexity of technical 

problems involved in achieving the precision and 

clarity of line featured in the original maquette 

created by Ken Unsworth.  

In the box below, draw a sketch of the Nike 

maquette.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What year was Nike created? ________________ 

The sculpture itself reflects the energy and poise of 

the winged Goddess of Victory, Nike, who was 

used by the Greeks as a carved figurehead. In 

three words, describe this sculpture yourself: 

________________________________________ 

STRUCTURAL FRAME 

This exhibition features many maquettes by 
famous Australian artsist, Ken Unsworth.  

A maquette is a sculptor's small preliminary model 
or sketch. Walk around this exhibition and count 
how many maquettes and small sculptures are 
featured in this exhibition: 
________________________________________ 

List all the different materials Unsworth has used 
to build and assemble these maquette and small 
sculptures. There is a variety, so be specific. 
These materials range from steel to found objects:  
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________ 
 

Find the following small sculptures:  

Forest series 1 

List the materials used: 
________________________________________ 

Stone Arch  

List the materials used: 
________________________________________ 

How are these sculptures similar?  

________________________________________
________________________________________ 

How are these sculptures different?  

________________________________________
________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 


