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IAVA ARTISTS’ TALKS AT THE GALLERY
FREE ALL WELCOME

ARJA VÄLIMÄKI
Arja is a Finnish Australian painter and sculptor. 
Her work investigates cultural intersections and 
the natural world between Finland and Australia. 
Through expressive application of thick acrylic 
paint, Arja’s current body of abstract paintings 
explores her personal experiences, especially 
her encounters with the underwater world and 
landscape, and her appreciation for the beauty  
of nature.

BRIGITA HAMMELL  
Brigita is a Czech Australian figurative painter  
and sculptor. The main subject matter in her work 
is a narrative, capturing emotion within fragments 
of everyday life, she draws upon her experiences, 
observations and thoughts. She focuses on 
emphasising the meaningful moments in life. 

IAVA is a group of highly accomplished artists with networks of like-minded artistic friends and colleagues.  
In each talk an IAVA member has invited an artist they admire, for a joint discussion about their artistic practices. 

          

SAT 4 MAY, 2PM

Brigita Hammell, Set Free, 2018, 
Oil on Canvas, 100x100cm

Arja Valimaki, Ocean Vista III, 
2018, Synthetic Polymer on 
Marine Plywood

Ken Tucker, First Dusting, 
acrylic paint on canvas, 
122 x 91 cm

KEN TUCKER
From the moment he held a pencil, Ken always 
knew he could draw. Whilst growing up, doodling 
often interrupted or took precedence in his daily 
school class lessons. But a lifelong secret desire to 
paint came to the fore during one uneventful run of 
the mill family night. 
Forward 35 years of brushstroke mileage and you 
have a man passionate about his love of putting 
medium to any support structure. Whether its 
paint or other mediums on canvases, walls, bricks, 
boards; Ken’s journey to extend and share his 
passion continues abated.

LEA TUCKER
The theory that the first 5 years of your life sets the 
tone for the remainder of your existence, has often 
materialised in subtle innuendos throughout the 15 
years of Lea’s art practice. 
Photography, the written word, and art in 
abstraction figure strongly in an eclectic body of 
work that emerges for public perusal, periodically, 
from the chaotic depths of Lea’s studio. 
Lea’s past exhibitions have spanned the genre of 
photography, installations, paintings, poetry and at 
times a melting pot mix of all.

Lea Tucker, Fishing Cat, 2017, 
Mixed Media (acrylic & found 
objects) on Canvas, 910 x 910 cm

SAT 2 FEB, 2PMKEN TUCKER & LEA TUCKER


