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FOREWORD 

The development of public art collections is 
punctuated by the stories of benefactors and 
collectors whose generosity becomes the catalyst 
for the development of often unique and important 
collections in unexpected places. This catalogue 
celebrates one such person and his generosity.

William S Tatlow is an ardent collector whose interests 
include books, Derby pottery, from the 18th century to 
1840, paintings and Australian pottery from the 1930’s 
to 50’s, and central Australian and regional NSW 
aboriginal paintings. One other area of close attention 
for Mr Tatlow has been Asian art, ceramics and 
furniture. This particular area of interest was nurtured 
over a period of 25 years with the help and assistance 
of his good friend Mr Singh Mann and the collection 
was offered to Wollongong Art Gallery in 2003.

Although Mr Tatlow had considered gifting his 
collection of Asian Art to various institutions he’d 
developed a strong connection with Illawarra during 
his residency here in the 1980’s and after some 
positive discussions with then Gallery Director Peter 
O’Neill decided on Wollongong Art Gallery.  

Mr Tatlow felt that it would fill a gap in the Gallery’s 
collection which did not include the arts of Asia and 
that the Gallery was best equipped to look after and 
present the collection to the community. 

With the assistance of Mr Tatlow a new purpose 
built gallery space, the Mann-Tatlow Gallery, was 
developed to best display the Asian Art Collection 
to Gallery visitors. The inaugural exhibition of the 
Mann-Tatlow Asian Art Collection was opened to the 
public from November 2003 until August 2004 and 
enthusiastically embraced by visitors. 

This year in its 10th anniversary we celebrate the 
generosity of this wonderful gift and significant 
addition to the Wollongong Art Gallery’s collection.

John Monteleone  
Program Director



WILLIAM S TATLOW

 “I’ve been a collector all my life, really.  I suppose it 
was from my parents, because my father had collected 
pictures from a young man onwards.  My mother was 
interested in all kinds of old things.”

William S Tatlow was born in Derby, England in 1921 and 
travelled to Australia to visit relatives a number of times 
as a child before settling here with his mother in 1939, 
shortly after the death of his father. 

In 1940 he was living in Roseville and attended Sydney 
University where he had begun an Arts Law degree. While 
there he was drafted into the University Army Regiment in 
1941, three days before the attack on Pearl Harbour.   

During this time Mr Tatlow’s unit was sent to the South 
Coast to respond to a rumour of gunfire off the coast 
at Ulladulla, and spent a few months based at Kembla 
Grange Racecourse manning the machine gun posts 
and tank traps designed to protect Wollongong and 
the invasion route to Sydney. Following this he was sent 
to New Guinea where he served as a specialist radar 
operator until 1944.  Mr Tatlow was able to complete a few 
subjects of his Arts Degree while in New Guinea however 
he was not discharged as a student with interrupted 
studies as others were. Remaining in the army for a 
further year, he was sent back as a general reinforcement 
via Townsville to Torokina in North Bougainville; Mr Tatlow 
was finally discharged six months after the war ended.

After finishing his degree Mr Tatlow was articled to 
solicitor Irving Addison and eventually became a partner 
of Irving Addison and Tatlow.  Addison died in 1973 and 
Mr Tatlow carried on the business alone for 10 years after 
which he joined up with a firm in the country where he 
remained until his retirement.

Mr Tatlow began his friendship with Mr Singh Mann, who 
was to contribute significantly to the development of his 
Asian Art Collection, in 1955 after responding to a letter in 
the Herald. This letter lamented the fact that there were 
many students from other countries who never had the 
opportunity to experience the true nature of Australian 
life, never even seeing the inside of an Australian home.

“I was going on a holiday by myself, motoring through 
mountains and … through to Molong, I wrote [and] said 
that I was going on this holiday, and I could take three 
students…that was the first time I met Singh Mann and 
another fellow, Joe Rajaratnam, both of whom turned out 
to be friends to this day. We went on this holiday and it 
was the start of our long friendship.”

Mr Mann had cone to Australia as a student from British 
North Borneo.  Mr Mann’s father, an official with the 
Olympic Team from British North Borneo, travelled to 
Australia for the Melbourne Olympics in 1956 and enjoyed 
the hospitality of his sons’ new friend, staying with Mr 
Tatlow and his mother in Sydney.

In 1959 Mr Tatlow travelled to Asia with his mother, a 
three month trip on a Dutch cargo ship, the Silindoeng.  
The ship went through many ports in Dutch New Guinea, 
British North Borneo, Vietnam, the Philippines, and 
Singapore. When the ship called at Jesselton (now called 
Kota Kinabalu) he met Mr Mann’s mother, brothers and 
sister for the first time. On this trip, Mr Tatlow purchased 
souvenirs from the markets; Chinese jars for the garden 
and other things and brought them in to his cabin for the 
home journey. 

Two years later in 1961, Mr Tatlow and his mother again 
travelled by cargo ship, the “Nellore”, which went to Asian 
ports of various kinds including the East Coast of Borneo.



Front cover: Meiji period  (1868 - 1912), Japan, Satsuma ware  
covered koro, porcelain with overglaze enamel and gold, 12 x 12cm,  
photograph by Bernie Fischer 

Han dynasty, Western Han period (205 BCE - 12 CE), China,  
Figure of a horse, earthenware with painted decoration,  
44 x 59 x 19cm, photograph by Bernie Fischer

Inside: Qing Dynasty (1644 - 1912), China, Cabinet, carved red lacquer 
and gilded pine, 183.5 x 155 x 64cm, photograph by Paul Jones

Qing dynasty, Qianlong period (1736 - 1795), China, Imari style 
charger, porcelain with underglaze blue, overglaze enamel, 55 x 5.5cm, 
photograph by Paul Jones

late Qing dynasty, China, Floor vase with scenes depicting Shou Lao, 
god of longevity and four of the eight Daoist Immortals, early 1900s, 
porcelain with incised overglaze polychrome enamel decoration,  
78 x 35cm, photograph by Bernie Fischer

Inside right: Han dynasty (206 BCE - 220 CE) to Late Ming dynasty, 
China, Early celadon and celadon glazed stoneware pots and jars, 
photograph by Bernie Fischer

Above: Qing dynasty (1644 – 1912), China, Vase with rui-shaped 
handles c. 1800s, porcelain with monochrome blue glaze, 48 x  37cm, 
photograph by Bernie Fischer

On these trips Mr Tatlow interacted with the cultures 
of the different ports and countries and continued 
purchasing small items, souvenirs to bring back home 
as mementoes of the trips.

In 1978 Mr Tatlow travelled to China and Japan, flying 
first to Hong Kong, and then travelling to China by ship.  
The ship called into various ports and stayed for several 
days while passengers went inland. A few small items 
were purchased on this trip, some of which joined Mr 
Tatlow’s growing collection.

In later years Mr Tatlow travelled with Mr Singh Mann 
to Borneo and the Philippines and began purchasing 
items from markets and dealers. Mr Singh Mann was 
highly skilled at negotiating and haggling allowing Mr 
Tatlow to acquire some excellent bargains. Staying with 
their friend Joe Rajaratnam in the Philippines, Mr Singh 
Mann and Mr Tatlow became known as collectors to 
local dealers who plied them with opportunities to add 
to the growing collection of trade and Chinese ceramics 
acquired in Southeast Asia.  

In 1980 Mr Tatlow moved to Coalcliff on the South 
Coast near Wollongong and later Scarborough. He 
continued to collect objects with Mr Singh Mann during 
this period, acquiring Japanese porcelains and other 
objects through Sydney dealers, and continuing to build 
upon the ceramics acquired in Asia.  

It was at this time that Mr Tatlow began to think 
about the future of the collection; ‘what’s the point of 
collecting and then dispersing it’? 

Pursuing his idea of keeping the collection intact, 
Mr Tatlow first contacted Wollongong City Gallery 
and its then Director Peter O’Neill in 1994 and began 
discussions regarding housing his collection. It would 
be nearly 10 years before would eventuate.  

Mr Tatlow’s vision for the collection in Wollongong 
includes the hope that the display will arouse 
some interest, especially in younger people and 
contemporary potters; ‘just like Asian ceramics 
influenced many of the Australian potters, many  
whom I also collect, from the’ 30s ‘40s and ‘50s.’  

As a private collector his collection was never intended 
to cover all periods in Chinese history, never aimed to 
be comprehensive, rather it reflects his personal tastes, 
values and interests. For Mr Tatlow each piece has its 
own special story to tell whether through its distinctive 
shape, techniques of construction and decoration.  

Each individual object; be it Neolithic earthenware, 
fine decorated porcelain, intricately carved ivory or 
beautifully finished furniture, has not only the story 
of the artist who created it trapped inside, but the 
memories of people and places which were fondly 
travelled by Mr Singh Mann and Mr Tatlow as they 
enjoyed the thrill of collecting treasures.

Louise Brand 
Exhibition Officer
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